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SUB: SMITHSONIAN BICENTENNIAL FESTIVAL OF AMERICAN FOLKLIFE 

1. PLEASE TRANSMIT FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO S. DILLON RIPLEY, 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION OR MRS. BERNICE REAGON THROUGH 
STATE DEPARTMENT LIAISON OFEICER JAMES HURD: 

2. IN RESPONSE RECENT LETTER TO ME FROM DILLON RIPLEY RE 
GHANAIAN PARTICIPATION BICENTENNIAL FESTIVAL OE AMERICAN 
FOLKLIEE, I HAVE TALKED PERSONALLY WITH SECRETARY TO 
GOVERNMENT'S RULING NRC WHO INFORMS ME THAT GHANA DOES NOT 
REPEAT NOT HAVE FUNDS TO FINANCE VISIT OE GROUP FOR FESTIVAL 
THIS SUMMER. SINCE MATTER HAS BEEN SUBJECT TO MANEUVERING 
OF MANY GROUPS WHO WISH TAKE PART, ABOVE DECISION GIVEN ME 

IN CONFIDENCE. MINISTRY OF EDUCATION EXPECTED INFORM EMBASSY 
OFFICIALLY IN NEAR FUTURE. 

3. WE SUSPECT BUT CANNOT PROVE THAT BUDGET FOR REQUEST BASED 
ON 45-DAY EXCURSION FARE, WHICH IS APPROXIMATELY DOLLARS 
NINE HUNDRED PER PERSON. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT AFRICAN 
AMERICAN INSTITUTE ABLE PROVIDE TRIP FROM ACCRA JULY 7 AND 
RETURNING ACCRA AUGUST 14 AT APPROXIMATELY DOLLARS FOUR 
HUNDRED AND FIFTY PER PERSON. 

4. TWO ALTERNATIVES APPEAR POSSIBLE TO US IF SMITHSONIAN 
WISHES SALVAGE SITUATION; 
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A. AMERICAN FUNDS BE FOUND AT ABOVE RATE FOR GROUP. 

B. ADDITIONAL RENEWED EFFORT BE MADE WITH MINISTRY OF 
EDUCATION TO SEE WHETHER CUT IN FUNDS AS ENVISAGED BY AAI 
CHARTER WOULD MAKE TRIP FEASIBLE. (NOTE ALSO THAT AAI CHARTER 
FLIGHTS MIGHT AFFECT YOUR PLANS FOR SCHEDULING IN WASHINGTON AND 
ELSEWHERE.) SECOND ALTERNATIVE, EVEN IF FEASIBLE, WOULD TAKE 
SEVERAL WEEKS TO WORK OUT. IF YOU WISH PURSUE EITHER ALTERNA- 
TIVE, SUGGEST YOU CONTACT MEL JOHNSON, AFRICAN AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE, 833, UNITED NATIONS PLAZA, NY.Y. I00I7, TO 

VERIFY PRICE AND AVAILABILITY. 

5. REGRET VERY MUCH THAT EMBASSY NOT INVOLVED EARLIER IN THIS 
PROJECT, SINCE INEVITABLE GHANAIAN PROCRASTINATION DOUBLES TIME 
REQUIRED FOR DECISION EVEN AT BEST. PLEASE INFORM US URGENTLY 
WHETHER YOU DESIRE PURSUE EITHER OF ABOVE ALTERNATIVES. 

HADSEL 
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